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A Case in the Course of True Love that to Run

Smooth

By MRS W K CLIFFORD

The most remarkable tiling about this
little history is that it is quite true If I
knew how Iwould make it into a real story
going on from month to month in a maga-

zine

¬

But I could never invent the love
making and without love a story is noth-

ing
¬

I should never know for instance
what to make May and the Doctor siy to
nnrli ntlir r So 1 had better nut down
Thomas story just as it all happened and
leave fiction to cleverer folk

Twenty years ago and more after my
husband died I lived in what was then a
new stiect near Wcstbournc Terrace It
consisted of two rows of houses very
ugly houses outside though inside they
were comfortable enough I had thtce
little gills the eldest May was just five

u prvttv little thing with golden hair and
-- blue eves I often wish I had had her
portrait painted The otheis were quite
tiny four and two ami a half The last
was born a week bcfoie the news came
from India that her father had died of
bunstroke

Opposite to us there was a house to be
let For a long time it was quite empty
bill in the window dirt on the windows
dust on the steps dreary and deserted
Suddenly one morning though the bill was
iint til in iluw n the windows were
cleaned the steps swept and a small cart l

loau 01 suauuy lurumue m jjw
dcntly a care taker had been put in
charge and I was glad of it for it is
never very safe to leave a house absolutely
empty

1 used to sit by the window a good deal
and knit I had so much to think about
that I could not settle to anything else
Books were never much in my way and
as for going out I never cared for it
liiueh even as a girl So I used to sit and
knit seeing through the thick screen of
plants on the window sill all that went on
in the stieet Sometimes I saw the care-
taker

¬

opposite going in and out he and
his wife and their two little children He
looked very respectable but broken down
and tciribly thin he was evidently far
gone in consumption TJic woman seemed
worried and anxious as well she might
poor soul and in her arms there was al-

ways
¬

a skinny little baby her third child
They were of the artisan class and of
couise very poor or they would not have
been taking care of an empty house 1

used to wonder if they bad enough to eat
for they all looked white and thin and
half starved

The next time I went to the landlords
office I asked about them and was told
they were respectable Cornish people but
Cornwall was starvation now and there
was nothing for anyone to do They had
come to London a few years before and
the maii who was a mechanic had kept
his family well till he broke down in
health lie could do nothing now was sn
outdoor patient at Brompton Hospital
and had only the allowance from his club
and the few shillings his wife sometimes
earned by going out to work

There was a large leg of mutton for the
childrens dinner the nest day I cut off
half-a-doze- n good slices put them between
two hot dishes with some vegetables and
Bent them to the Cornish folk They were
very grateful the servant said when she
Tetumed and the dishes were brought
back by the little boy with Fathers
much obliged and it did him a world of
good One day a box of flowers came
from the country so I made up a nosegay
ohd entit across to the poor wasted- -
lookiug care taker This brought the
womau with tears in her eyes to thank
me

My husband he do like to smell a
1 flower maam she said Its many a

day now since he has seen them growing--

lin tiie ground Jnen l asKea ner it i
might go and see him sometimes or per
haps he would like a paper and some
hooks now and then The womans face
brightened He would be pleased maam
indeed she said Its long since anyone
went to talk to him and I often think its
dull for him I doubt if I have him much
longer she added simply and its likely
you can feel for me maam

So I went over to see Mr Lobb He
I was sitting by the fire warming his long
Ihin hands

I am glad to see you maam he said
iwith the almost perfect manner one some-
times

¬

finds among working people who
have not lived much in towns I would
have come over to thank you for your
kindness but feared you might think it a
liberty I spend most of my time trying to
keep warm by a bit of fire

lie was very simple and kindly lie
knew that he was going to die and faced

jit like a man He spoke of it without fear
or affectation It worries me to think of
the wife and children he said A man
Ehould uot marry us I did with nothing
put by I subscribed to a club of course

fond its kept us from starving and itll
bury me but thats all I ought to have
caved before I married and so ought
every man One is always so sure one is

igoing to live when one feels strong Well
God is good and Hell take care of them
he added with a sigh and a month later
hi that simple faith he died

I Then it became a question of what was
to be done with the widow and children
The woman was delicate there was the
Bkincy baby n little girl of six called
Grade and Thomas they always called
him by his full old fashioned name who
jvas 10 or barely 10

I would like to stay in London theres
more going on and Id be more likely to
Bet something the poor woman said
jwhen a proposal was made to send her
back to her native place They be very
poor in Cornwall where I came from it
would be no good going back father and
mother are dead and there was only one
Other of us my brother Joe and he went
off to Melbourne long ago

Couldnt you send to him I asked
He might do something for you

I have sent maam she answered
I but I dont know if hes got the letter

never kept much account of his ad
ress for he never had the same one long

together I dont expect hed be able to
do anything he was never much of a
hand helping himself let alone others

So we got together a little money and
bought her a mangle She went to live in

rtwo rooms close by and just kept soul and
body together for herself and children by
mangling and occasionally going out to
work

Suddenly one day my housemaid went
Off without a moments notice to her
mother who was ill and poor Mrs Lobb
was unablo to come and heip us on ac-
count

¬

of her baby I cant bear to refuse

the poor thing said but the little
baby is that bad with bronchitis I doubt
It I keep it through the Winter

Then it was that Thomas -- first came
Into our lives I had hardly noticed him
before except as a little daik haired Ioy
too small for his age The morning after
Jane went I was told ho wanted to see
me I remember the interview as well as
if it were yesterday I was in the dining
room when he knocked Come in I
cail and in came Thomas He stepped
just inside and pulled his front hair Evi-
dently

¬

he had been instructed that that
Svas the correct way of making a bow

Please mum he said shyly mother
cays as how you have no housemaid so I
came to ask if you would like me to help
O bit

Yon Thomasl
ricase mum I docs for mother

sweeps and scrubs and dusts and washes
up tho things Mother said I was to tell
you I could clean knives and boots bcauti
tfuL1 Ho looked down as he said the last
words na though he felt nsJinmod nt- -

praising himself and nothing but ncces- -
pur wouiu aire driven nun to ao itWhy you have quite a list of accom ¬

plishments Thomas I answered and
laughed bnt he was evidently very au-

xins
¬

- j

5fe

- THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE WASHINGTON D 0 THURSDAY MARCH 12 1903

THOMAS

Happened

Wonderfully

- Or I could take care of the children
the young ladies I mean he said cor-

recting
¬

himself then perhaps nurse
could help He was quite a manager
and had evidently thought out how mat-
ters

¬

could be arranged so as to make the
best of things I am used to children I
have always taken care of ours ho
added gravely and the ours showed
his sister and I have pushed a perambu-
lator

¬

often for Mrs Hicks the grocers
wife since her husband has been laid up
and her in the shop I thought how
funny he would look pushing my two
babies along with one hand and with the
other holding little May as she toddled
beside him and wondered what my most
kind but proper mother-in-la- would say
if she met them My mother-in-la- al-

ways
¬

kept me well in hand and does still
though I am getting to be an old woman

HE USED TO IIER UlSTAIKS WHEN SITE CAME IN
There is one thing I simply dread her find-

ing
¬

out but that will appear
Well no Thomas I dont think we

can make you head nurse I said But
you can come in thu morning and clean
the knives and boots You are quite sure
you can do them beautiful

Yes quite sure mum he answered
looking up with his great dark eyes

So Thomas came every day and was
the comfort of my lire He was very
quiet and attentive When he carried in
the coals he always looked around to see
if there were letters to post or anything
he could do he always saw when my
plants wanted- - watering or the leaves
wanted washing Even cook who was
difficult to please said ho was a down ¬

right blessing The only vexing thing
was that whenever he had a chance he
would crcepiip to the nursery and play
with the children He adored May and
used tocarry her upstairs when she came
in from her walk She was delighted to
let him do it putting her arms around his
neck and looking up at him with her clear
blue eyes He was so careful with the
children that iu the afternoon nurse some-
times

¬

left him on guard while she was
down stairs

Thomas I said one day what is that
sticking out of your pocket He turned
very red and pulled his hair

Please mum its a pipe
A pipe Where did you get it
Bought it mum
But you are not going to smoke I

hope- - He tried hard not to laugh but
the idea of smoking was too much for him

Please mum I bought it to teach Miss
May how to blow bubbles- - he said with
as grand an air as if he had bought it to
teach her Arabic

Another week and Jane returned
Thomas got a place at a paper shop and
carried out paper every morning but on
Saturday afternoons he generally paid
cook a visit and went up to see the chil
dren One day I discovered that he had
a voice Going past the nursery door I
heard May say

Yes do sing it again please Thomas
and then voice began

A little seed is in the ground
A little tiny seed

When it grows up what will it be
A flower or a weed

I opened the door Why Thomas I
said I didnt know you could sing

Please mum mother taught me lie
said she sings beautiful and so do little
Grade

Then that time came in which May fell
ill There was hardly a hope of her re-
covery

¬

And through all those days none
grieved more than Thomas Every morn
ing as soon as cook came down bhe heard
a tap at the kitchen window and there
stood Tliomns at the bottom of the area
steps pale and anxious She used to open
the window and before she could speak
the eager voice would say

How is Miss May is she any worse
has she slept And on that terrible

night when we thought bo was dying
Thomas sat at the end of the kitchen by
the side table white and silent waiting
with burning eyes and breathless misery
that almost seemed to suffocate him
Late that night Jane went down and re-
ported

¬

The doctor says she is a little
better Thomas sprang to his feet for
one moment then sat down again and
resting his face on bis arm on the table
sohlicu uittciiy

When May was better Thomas was
taken up to see her He stopped for a
moment outside her door as if to gather
strength and felt his sidp poekct anxious-
ly

¬

there was something there that bulged
but I pretended not to see it He drew a
long breath as he entered the room

Are you better Miss May ho risked
Yes thank you Thomas dear she

said
Youve been very bad and he shook

his head mournfully
Poor Thomas she sighed just as if

she knew all that he had suffered
I dont know what we should have

done if you hadnt got better Miss May
Do you know any more songs she

asked He shook his head ho had had
no heart for songs

I kept your garden In order he said
the primroses are coming up and theres

three snowdrops out
I am so glad Whats that In your

pocket sticking out
Its the mice ho answered smiling

for tho first time Ive had em this fort-
night

¬

ready against you was better Jliss
Maj- - aud then with a sigh of satisfac-
tion

¬

he brought them out
A little later in the Spring brought ns

the last of Thomas May was well The
gardener had just been to sec abxit doing
up tho garden I was sitting in the dining-

-room making up my books with the
weekly exnenses wonderine how it mithat something extra always swelled them
mere was a Knock at the door

tr v jrt- - s 4ai

Come in I said and in came Thomas
of course

Please mum Im come to say good-
bye

¬

he said pulling his front hair is
usnal

Good bye why where are you going
Going to Australia mum

I was quite astonished
Has your uncle sent for you
No mum but theres a gentleman

whos been coming on and off to our shop
a good deal and hes Captain of a ship
I always wanted to go about a bit and
hes offered to take me free for my work
and brine me back or dron me in Mel
bourne which I like I think its a good
thing mum he added in his

way I dont sec that I can conic
to much good at a paper shop

No Thomas perhaps not
And I wants to get on and help

mother he said lifting his face and look
iug at me proudly Perhaps I might
come across uncle out at Melbourne and
anyhow Ill know more and have seen
more when I have been thcic and back
than I do now The gentleman thats
taking me too says the sea will make
me strong and set me off growing I
shant be any good if Im nofstiong

Perhaps yon are right
Its hard work leaving mother he said

with a little gasp But shes keen on my
going because she thinks I- - might meet
uncle but 1 dont like leaving of her and

CAEKY FHOM IIElt WALK

I dont like leaving the two little uns
The tears came into his clear eyes but he
struggled manfully to keep them back and
tkcii he added And I dont like leaving
Miss May I couldnt ha gone if she
hadnt been better

And when do you start
Tomorrow mum its very sudden like

but they say chances alwajs is I came
to say good bye May I go up to the
young ladies T topk him up to the
nursery myself He looked fit the children
withtfce face of one who had suddenly
grown older and knew much and was
going to know more He explained all
about his journey to them and why he
was going jnst as if they had been old
enough to understand and then he gravely
and sorrowfully shook liaiulrj with them
all three and with nurse

I dont want you to go May said I
want you to stay here When will you
come back

I dont know when but Ill come Miss
May never fear but Ill come back Your
garden is all in order he added Maybe
the gardener will look after it a bit now
They followed him the three children and
nurse to the head of the stairs and stood
looking through and over the banisters

Good bye good bye called May and
the others watching him descend

Good bye he said
Good bye and suddenly Mays little

shoe which was unbuttoned fell through
the lulling on to the stair beneath touch-
ing

¬

him as it fell
Its good luck nurse called out Its

real good luck Thomas shes dropped her
shoe after you He picked it up and
looked at it a little old shoe with a hole
nearly through at the toe

Please mum may I keep it he
asked with a smile and when I nodded
he looked up at her with a satisfied face
Ill take it Miss May Im going to

kepp it Itll go all the way with me in
the ship He stopped in the hall and
tumed round Please mum he said
and pulled his hair once more I want to
say thank you for all your kindness
Yous allays been a good friend to us
he added approvingly

And you have been a good boy
Thomas I answered gratefully and I
know that youll be one still

Ill try for mothers sake and yours
and Miss Mays he said aud strode
sturdily towards the street door

You must shake hands with me too
Thomas I said and gave him a sover-
eign

¬

He took the gold in silence turning
it over in surprise as if to be sure that
it was real He looked such a baby while
ho did so that I wondered if the Captain
of the ship had taken a fancy to his pale
face and sad eyes or what hard work he
thought those small hands could do Poor
little Thomas going alone to the other
side of the world leaving all he caied for
here my heart went out to him Did not
his mother bear him with the same pains
that I had borne my children Had she
not once look at him with the strange
wonder that I had looked at my first little
one And now her heart would ache
whenever a wind swept by and she
thought of the little lad at sea trying to
get strong in order to take care of her

I thought of how he had sat
and sobbed the night he heard that May
was better of how I had seen his father
lying dead with the surprised smile on his
face as though he had seen the heavenly
city what would he say now I wondered
if he could see his son starting alone out
into the world

Good bye dear little lad I said
May you gro7 strong and be a brav

and good man and I stooped and kissed
him Thomas said not a word but I
knew that he wus crying as he strodo
towards the door

Mrs Lobb got on pretty well after her
uoy went JJut sorrow overtook herogam tne poor skinny little baby died
Life could never have been a joy to it
Surely it was a blessing in disguise when
death took it

Eighteen years had gone by The Lobbs
Iiad passed altogether out of my life
Thomas had never come back I heard
that he had found his uncle in Melbourne
and had gone with him to Grahams
Town in South Africa From there the
uncle had sent for Mrs Lobb nnd Gracie
and that was tho last I knew of them
or ever expected to know

1 had given up the house in which we
had lived so long in England and settledat Lutry near Lausanne where living andeducation was chcancr than in Km lnni
There the years slipped away peacefully1
tuuiu mi me lurec gins were grown un

till May was a woman of
She was a pretty girl just as shehad been a pretty child nnd at three-and- -

tweniy iookcu i a tall slim girl withgolden hair and blue eyes nnd a merry
happy laugh it did one good to hear Tused to wonder sometimes if she would

TS1
ever marryir But we did not know a soul
in Lutry and indeed from a marrying
point of vievti there was not a soul to
know Wb were going back to England
now that totBn Nina the youngest girl
was grownfjnj to settle down in a pretty
house at HCApstead There I thought the
girls would see a little more of the world
and their irmes would shape themselves
into the cohrse they were meant to run

Then my sister Elizabeth who is un-
married

¬

andtalone nnd delicate went to
Winter atIKtne and invited May to go
with her iil icoiild not refuse to let her
go but we 3Wtt parting for we had never
been separated Still it could not be
helped SfcVMay went off with her aunt
who caincnlfthe way to Lutry to fetch
her and ISttflth the two other girls re-

turned
¬

to England
We had plenty to do at ITampstcad get¬

ting the house in order nnd settling down
and we spent a happy Winter even
though May wns not with us We used
to delight in her letters from Home and
long for the Spring that would see her
with us

My sister was an excellent conespond
ent and she used to write to me every
week telliugus of all their gaieties and of
the ndmirati6n May won even of all her
little flirtations 1 think Elizabeth was
proud of her Gradually into both their
letters there crept frequent mention of a
young English doctor of whom they ap¬

pealed to see 4i great deal He was hand ¬

some and very popular He had been to
tea ho had seen them heme from a party
he had got up a picnic and so on At
last I began mother like to wonder if he
was falling in love with May or she with
him to feel anxious as to what sott of a
man he was md whether he was capable
of playing fast nnd loose with my childs
innocent heait that had never known a
lover

As time went on Mays letters con-

tained
¬

more and mod about him Dr
Millet asked so much aiiout you dear
mother 1 told him everything I could
about you He said he felt as if he loved
you Dr Millet says he shall be in
England soon but we hope he wont go
before we do we should miss him so
And at last in Elizabeths letter there
was something definite I am certain Dr
Millet is in love with May and I am al¬

most cettain thq dear child has lost her
heart to him It makes me very anxious
3 ou not bqing here At the same time I
dont know why things should not be al-

lowed
¬

to take their natural course for he
is very charming and is getting an excel ¬

lent practice round him So I waited
anxiously feeling that there was nothing
to be done but to wait The next letter
worried me a Iitte His manner is very
distant Elizabeth said In spite of his
evident liking for her he seems to be
trying to hold off Sometimes I cant
make him out Pel haps he docs not want
to niilrry or thinks lie has no chance
And after that came a cliina I think it
was in the Very next letter Dr Millet
lias put some one in charge of his practice
aud has gone away He did not tonic to
see us befoie he went and he made no
mention of going last time he was here
I do not know wheie he has gone nor how
long he will be away Our dear May
tries to look us if she did not care but I
fear she is secretly grieving

The letter fMl fiom my hands It wor-
ried

¬

me teiTibljJ To think of May loving
a man whpfJntH perhaps deserted her it
was not- fnihii borne I know what a
sorrow of tMabu ort does to n young life
tho desolation nay perhaps the lifelong
misery it brings And yet if the man
was a scotitulrol I could not believe that
so pure a thiftias Mays love could cling
to him 33il

The next morning brought a letter from
May heisclf fcfatt showed only too plainly
how things weie Aunt Elizabeth is
very very kind to me he said I
would not hilrt her for the world but I
am so tiled lofJltomc and nf all the people
in it I wamt to see you again dear
mother IfalouJti think I am very wel
and I ntn unpinappy darling I long to
go to you aniWto feel your dear arms
l oundiincngaiitti -

Alice iandntNlnh- had gone into town
early I wtw nIoheJ with that poor little
letter fceluigiilt the pain all the sorrow
that had suddenly tome into my child s
life it needed lit words to tell me I sat
stupefied trying to decide what woud be
best to do Elizabeth was too delicate to
eonie back to England befoie the March
winds were over Perhaps I could take
one of the dfher girls to her and bring
May back I felt as it she wanted her
mothers heart to tomfoit her and give
her Ftrcnglh

I got up and put a log on the fire for
we had not yet reconciled ourselves to the
English fashion of burning coal then
walked about the room looking vacantly
at the polished floor and all the pretty
new things about the room It was a
lovely morning the Sun was shining down
on tho trim lawn aud neat garden the
snowdrops were conuncUn in the corner- -
bed I thought of Mas-- and of how nrettv 1

sue would look in tue Summer tune potter
ing about among tne lowers if she were
only bright nnd well She had so often
longed for an English garden Then look-
ing

¬

down the road I noticed a tall man
n long way off He was coming towards
the house As lie came nearer I could see
that he looked like a gentleman He wns
tall and dark he apperaed to lie about 30
years old peihaps younger and he was
certainly handsome He stopped before
the gate nnd for a moment hesitated then
he opened it and entered I watched him
coming along tho gravel walk by the lawn
I saw him disappear under the porch nnd
heard the bell ring In some odd way he
seemed to lie familiar to me The servant
entered with a card Before I took it I
know perfectly that it was Dr Millets
and that u crisis was at hand that in an
hours time Mays future would be no
mystery The next moment he entered I
could not remember where I had seen him
before but lie was not strange to me He
had a good face clever and thoughtful
he looked like a simple hearted honest
gentleman There was something sad
about the face too as if he had suffered
much or undeistood suffering

Mrs Stnnding and he came forward
with a curiously eager smile as if in some
way he knew me

Yes I answered looking nt him
again Even his voice was half familiar
yet I could not remember where I had
heard it before

You do not know me he went on I
have just arrived from Home I know
your daughter and sister there and I
thought you would forgive me for coming

I could not help it The last words
were said toihhusclf and seemed to have
escaped him lioi

I have hoard nf you I said Wont
you sit down J9tI am glad to see you
For he stoodnlabking nt me in un eager
way whichili accounted for easily but
still it embarlfassed me Did they nskyou
or was it your own kindness that prompt¬

ed you to coqwiand tell me about them
I asked tryisgi to put him at ease for
now that I hndlsoen him I was satisfied
Something imithe1 tone ot his voice in the
expression ofi his face told me that he
was not the mainto win a girls heart and
throw it awaiyiafad there wns about him
that which madbsmc feel that the woman
ho loved wouldnhave little cause to fear
anything tbalbwas in him A great deal
to find out perhaps nil in a few moments
and from looking at a mans face but
there are someueople whom just to see is
enough nnd about whom our instincts
are unfailing

They did not ask me to come he an ¬

swered in a low voice They did not
oven know that I was coming though it
was for this interview that I left Rome
and hurried to England I came trusting
to your kindness to make my visit less
difllcult than it might be He seemed
overtaken by a great awkwardness but
I-- did not know what to say and was
silent He went on suddenly as if with
a gasp I wanted- - to see you very much
L have much to say- - though I am a
stranger or you think me one and and
I am afraid to begin Your answer means
so much to me Then be loved the
child But there was something behind
bis words some obstacle I was certain
of that some past to confess something
that madehiin doubtful of tho future

Why are yoiiafraid Lasted but for
La moment or two he made no answer I

h

waited look at him wondering again
where I had looked into those grave al-

most
¬

sad eyes
Do you remember Thomas he asked

abruptly Thomas Lobb
I nearly jumped off my chair But no

it could not be
Yes but
I am Thomas ho said simply I

used to clean your knives and boots and
you bought my mother a mangle I never
forgot your kindness I have often longed
to sec you and thank you

But where have yon been all these
years I asked still gasping with aston-
ishment

¬

To many places I was in England
for a long time at an hospital but- - you
were abroad aud though I tried I could
not find out your address Besides I was
afraid I had better say it at once he
went on desperately but I did not want
to see your daughter again I have been
in lovo with her all my life She was a
goddess to me a queen I never even
dreamed of hoping I met her again all
in a moment one night at Home I was
thinking of her and looked up nnd she was
there She did not know me she docs not
now but I knew her I did directly
though she was only five when I saw her
last

He hurried over the words quickly as
if lie wished me to know the gist of what
he had come to say as quickly as possible

Where is your mother I asked
thinking of the poor soul with the Cornish
accent carrying the skinny little baby in
her arms and of his fnt er ns I saw him
first a dying man war ing his long thin
hands by the tiro in the empty house

My mother docs not keep a mangle
now he said with a short laugh I
think I should have known him before if
lie had laughed She is rich and lives
near my sister who is married to a dia ¬

mond merchant in South Africa It
sounds terribly preposterous does it not

But tell me about yourself I said
How is it that you went away Thomas

Lobb and come back Dr Millet of Itome
It is too puzzling altogether

I found inv rich uncle he answered
I remember telling you that my mother

thought I might and I did One always
finds a rich uncle in a story but I found
mine at Melbourne He had married and
lost both wife and child and was just
going off to the diamond fields in South
Africa He took me in hand first and
was very good to me in Iiis rough wny
His ambition was to make me a gentle-
man

¬

but that was Natures business per¬

haps She has failed he said with n
smile However he put me to school
while he went off to the diamond fields
and in a few years came back with his
fortune to fetch me He was one of those
men who are bound to make fortunes and
to loso them from sheer carelessness
though he died too soon to lose his last
one He brought me to England and
looked after me while I was at the hos-
pital

¬

But how did you get to Rome I
asked for he had stopped us if he could
not go on without encouragement

lie took me there or perhaps I took
him for we went together partly be
cause he wanted to see Europe and partly
because he said he wanted to see if I
really could talk any language but my
own after all the schooling for which he
had paid At Rome there was a chance
for another doctor and there ultimately
I settled down Uncle Joe went back to
Grahams Town and died He stopped
for a moment I wish I had been with
him he said in a low voice but I was
not

Was he good to your mother
He was good to everyone in a rough

way sometimes that one reproached ones
self later on for not better understanding
He was very goed to my mother nnd to
Crude whom lie also had educated He
became very great on education in his
latter years and used to say that money
was thrown away on you unless you knew
how to spend it

How did you come to be called Millet
I asked putting off ns long as possible
the great business of his coming t was
so staggered so taken back at his prov ¬

ing to be Thomas- - Moreover there was
only one thing for me to do and not for¬

ever be ashamed of myself and I knew
it Yet I could not bring myself to do it
heartily

He left me some money nnd wished
me to take his name which was very like
the rich uncle in the story he answered
with the fleeting smile that was part of
the fascination of his face I have not
spent any of if yet My practice has been
sufficient I kept it in case He
stopped but still I ircrt on looking at
him as though I bad been fascinated
thinking of the days when he had carried
up coals and taught May to blow bubbles
I could net help it it was snobby of me if
you like but in my heart there was some
pride I knew that he had come to ask
me if he might try to win May for his
wife May my pretty one my queen
whom I should have thought too good for
a king he the boy who had blacked our
shoes whose mother had kept a mangle
Ho seemed to read my thoughts like a
letter

Yes he said I am the boy who used
to clean the knives and boots and after-
wards

¬

carried out uewspapers every morn-
ing

¬

It doesnt matter in these days what
anyone has been I said hesitatingly
ashamed that he should have divined my
thoughts so well

If she ever cares for me it is too
much to think of too great a happiness
but if she docs he went on in a low
voice perhaps she will be proud of it 83
I am It was honest work he said in a
stubborn voice and pleasant too he
added gaily If I had made my own po-
sition

¬

I should be a pioud man for being
a doctor is of course a better thing than
carrying out papers hut as it is all the
credit goes to the rich uncle and is none
of mine I was silent trying to remem ¬

ber who the well known man was who had
been a shoe black and who it was had
sold oranges and yet became a great
man But it is generally difficult to re¬

member things nt the right moment
You were always a good boy I said

thinking of the thin little face of long ago
and forgetting the man before me

I am glad of that he answered Do
ybu remember my poor mother he went
on seeming as if he were determined I
should realize all the prst She kept a
mangle and went out charing She does
not like me to remember it now and Gracie
quarrels with me if I mention it Aud
he laughed the short quick laugh of a
man who has a sense of humor but does
not always betray it Do you remember
the day I wished you all good bye How
when I was going off to sea a poor little
boy without a penny save the present you
hud given me you kissed me just as if I
had been your own son It has been my
wild dream that some day I should be
really your son wont you let it come
true lie asked eagerly and leaning for-
ward

¬

he tried to see my face better But
I could not wring an answer from myself

Does she know I asked
Does she know anything about this

that I am Thomas No nothing That
I love her I think yes I would not
speak to her until I had seen you and told
you and perhaps

That was like you Thomas I said
The old name came naturally to my lips

You were always good
Was Ihe exclaimed I dont think

so but I will up if she will only have me
if you and she will only put up with me
I love her with all my heart See what I
have in my pocket I brought it to show
you He pulled out a little shoe with a
hole in the toe Do you remember how
she dropped it on my head he asked I
nodded but could not speak for I was kill-
ing

¬

tho last little silly bit of pride left in
my heart The man before me was a
gentleman 10 times more truly one than
many- - born to be rich and idle How
could I be so foolish as to hesitate to
give my child to a good and honorable man
whom I knew she loved I have nlways
hated myself for my conduct that day I
think perhaps If it had been any other
persons shoes he had blacked I should
not have minded If he had wanted to
marry the daughter of my dearest friend
I should have assisted joyfully It was
only because it wa May whom --I should
have thought too good for the king of all
tho earth
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Then I looked at the shoe that was still
in hi hand and thought of how she had
clung to the banisters calling out good-
bye

¬

of his upturned face the little anx¬

ious face rand the grave voice saying
Ill eomo back Miss May Now he had

come He was sitting there opposite to
me asking me to give him leave to ask
her to be his wife

Is it all right he asked in a voice
that showed he could not bear my silence
nny longer It you say No I will go
away and never sco her again I could
not bear to win her without your consent

only speak You are not hesitating be¬

cause we were so poor because there was
a time when wo were starving be ¬

cause
No no I interrupted hating myself

and feeling my heart go out to him I
could- - not say more there was something
choking me The tears were coming to
my eyes

Then speak jast one word Is it all
right I gave a little nod for words
had failed me He got up and walked
about a great joy written on his face
and flashing from his eyes You trust
me you will really trust me he said
stopping before me

Yes dear I answered I will trust
you It seemed as if he could not hear
the words calmly ne strode across the
room then came back and stood before
me again

I shall never be good enough for her
never he said with n joyous laugh

never at my best and perhaps she wont
look at me I nm terribly afraid of that
Do you think there is any chance for
me

I dont know I answered for I was
not going to betray my childs secret

Something deep down in my heart tells
me that there is he said simply Try
to frighten myself as I will 1 feel that
she is the meaning of life to ine Let me
go he exclaimed suddenly I want to
be alone and walk the strects until the
train starts I cannot stay in a room any
longer I shall be in Rome the day after
to morrow and will telegraph He tool
my hands in both his nnd looked at me
tenderly I remember the day you came
to see us first he said my father was
sitting over the fire and how glad we used
to be when the roast- mutton came You
always sent enough for us all he
laughed God bless you dear mother
he added and lifting my hands kissed
them both Wish me good luck when I
ask- - ray darling if she loves me

I do I will with all my heart I
answered

The telegram came two days later
From your son Thomas and yonr

daughter Majv Our best love to you all
We are very happy

And they aie very happy still and will
he ail their lives He lives in England
now and his name is well known May
and I arc very proud of him The other
girls are both married too One married
the son of a Bishon but I fear it is not
a very happy marriage Nina the young
est is a soldier s wifp as 1 was and
quakes whenever France is irrogant or
Germany buys a new big gun and thinks
there will be war to morrow morning He
is a good fellow but he is not like
Thomas My mother-in-la- is still alive
and she is the one person in the family
who does not know our romance She is a
stem old lady proud of her descent from
the Crnuford Greys and she keeps me in
order still though I have married daugh ¬

ters of my own The amusing part of it
is that she is very proud of Thomas and
says it is odd that the colonies should
have produced so perfect a gentleman
It was only the other day that she sent
him most of her late husbands books for
she said he was the only man in the fam
ily who would really appreciate them
Blackwood s Magazine

Horace Greeleys Broken Heart
Literary Digest

Senator Depew introduced an account
of the disastrous close of Horace Greeleys
life into his eulogy of the late Representa- -
tiveAinos Cummmgs of rew lork In the
Senate recently lie said

I have seen many a deathbed in my
life I have seen life go out under condi-
tions

¬

that were sad or sweet hopeful or
despairing I never but once saw a man
die of a broken heart and never do I
wish to see such a tragedy again

I made a speech with Mr Greeley in
in his Presidential campaign just before
its close We spoke from the same plat-
form

¬

and both of us knew that he was to
be beaten We went back to his home
and he was jeered upon the train and at
the depot when he arrived We went into
his study which was littered with those
famous caricatures of Nast representing
him as the embodiment of all that wns
evil or vile in expression or practice in
life Mr Greeley glanced them over for
a moment and then said

My life is a failure I never have sought
to accumulate a fortune I never have
cared for fame bnt I did want to leave a
monument of what I had done for my fello-

w-men in lifting them up and in doing
away with the curse of slavery and the
curse of rum but here I am at the close
of this campaign so represented to my
countrymen that the slave will always
look upon me as having been one of his
owners and reform will look upon me as a
fraud

Then his head falling upon his desk
he broke into uncontrollable sobs I sent
for his family The brain that had done
such splendid work snapped The next
morning he was taken to an asylum
where he died His heart literally broke

A Fine Kidney Remedy
Mr A S Hitchcock East Hampton

Conn The Clothier says if any sufferer
from Kidney and Bladder Disease will
write him he will direct them to the per¬

fect homc cure he nsed He makes no
charge whatever for the favor

Ignorance of Russian Feasants
Translation made for the Literary Digest

The ignorance aud the mental state of
the peasants of central Russia are shown
forcibly by their ideas of the form of the
earth and the nature of rain thunder and
lightning says the Staats Zeituug Jan
4 They regard the earth ns something
like a sponge a flat or possibly globular
body floating in the ocean The water of
the ocean filters through the earth leav-
ing

¬

its salt behind in the interior nnd
issuing from springs flows back in small
and large streams to the ocean This view
is probably due in part to the charaetrr
of the country which is filled with small
lakes and swamps The sky being so near
tne sun must become very warm and
therefore it must perspire freely In this
way rain is easily accounted for It should
be noted that destructive cloud bursts or
violent downpours ot rain are common in
Central Russia and that they oecur there
as elsewhere chiefly in the hottest of Sum-
mer

¬

weather Thunder and lightning have
nothing to do with each other Thunder
is the noise produced by the sky crack-
ing

¬

from intense heat while lightning is
the glow of the chariot of fire in which
Elijah was taken up to heaven The stars
are firmly attached to the sky and an
eclipso of the moou is caused by a cloud

A-- TOAST TO THE GRAND ARMY OF THE
REPUBLIC

For Memorial Day May 30

By Arthur Edwin llayncs

Heres to the men who wore the blue
Heres to the men who proved so true
Mid battles roar and shrieking shell

On weary march in prisons hell
Their souls aflame with patriot zeal
They suffered for the human weal
They washed away the blackning stain
Of slavery from our fair domain
They bore the flag on many a field
Their hearts its royal battle shield i
And when their mighty task was doiic
The flag without a missing star
The flag so honored near and far
Iri splendor oer our country shone
May blessings rest on their heads so gray
May flowers- - brighten and cheer their way
May- - our grateful country their memory

keep
And Old Glory guard their bug last

sleep

LI HUNQ CHANGSS SUCCESSOR

Ootslp About Chang Chin Tung the OraaS
Old Man of China

Argonaut
Since the death of Li Huns Chang tho

most interesting man in China is unde¬
niably Chang Chin Tung In the first
place his fame is probably due to the fact
that he has in his gift such a large num ¬

ber of silk lined positions Power always
commands enthusiasm if not respect
But further his individual character
forces attention because it is strenuous

a rare happening among Chinese offl
ials and honest or comparatively so He
has three qualities initiative energy and
persuasiveness which if he were a com¬
mercial traveler would make him of in-
estimable

¬

value to enterprising firms
More than Co years old small lean and

delicate looking he is still able to do an
amount of work which the majority of
young men would balk at No later than
n week ago he gave fresh proof ot his
wonderful endurance and vigor The
anxiety and labor of the commercial treaty
with Sir James Mnckay was no sooner
over than he turned his attention to the
military college at Nanking founded by
Lin Kun Yih and organized examina ¬

tions reviews and parades The college
instructors like the other foreigners who
have come in contict with him were sur-
prised

¬

at his thoroughness The old Vice-
roy

¬

insisted on seeing every detail for
himself

During the night before the biggest
parade was to take place a heavy fall of
snow made the ground almost impassable
The following morning the thermometer
still stood below freezing point Chang
Chih Tung sent word to the instructors
of the college that if the weather was too
severe for them he would be satisfied to
change the review into an indoor examin-
ation

¬

However at the same time he
gave them to understand that the cold
was healthy Naturally the review went
on A tent had been erected for Chang
Chih Tung but he refused to go under
shelter saying that what was fit for his
students was fit for him From 9 a m
till 4 p m the old man trudged over tho
wet cold ground directing criticising
superintending His wiry alert figure
dressed in the superb long sable coat
which a Chinese nobleman invariably
wears in Winter was to be seen every-
where

¬

Nothing was taken for granted
or on the information of his subordinates
Chang Chih Tung knows his own country ¬
men too well to trust them Whether
this exeeding earnestness of pnrpose finds
favor in Court circles is doubtful In
fact high Chinese officials declare that the
Pekin party has for some time been
patiently waiting an excuse to remove
its too zealous colleague from his post
and at last a decent reason has appeared

AVhcn Yuan Shih Kai the famous Gen-
eral

¬

who poses for the progressive and
popular man with the powers and pri-
vately

¬

keeps a spare ace up his sleeve
passed through Nanking he was given a
splendid banquet by the Viceroy Chang
In the middle of dinner jnst rumor says
as Yuan was about to open up an im-
portant

¬

dynastic discussion which was
the real object of his visit old Chang
Chih Tung fell asleep Yuan purpled
with fury at what he was pleased to re-
gard

¬

as an insult and ordered the old
gentleman waked at once But nobody
would disturb him though his officials
made profuse apologies Their master
they said had been much worried by pub ¬

lic business His responsibilities often
prevented him from sleeping at night He
was accustomed frequently to work until
daylight aud to snatch rest when he could
Therefore they might not wake him
Whereupon Yuan Shih Kai in a pet
stalked out of the hall the banquet broke
up and poor Chang finished his untimely
nap in comfort Yuan poured into the
susceptible ear ot the Empress Dowager
the story of the slight he had received
Wherefore the fate of the venerable Vice-
roy

¬

hangs in the balance jtYct whatever reward the Court metes
out tohim whether he is degraded to sat ¬

isfy the whim of the man who in his
turn must make a target for the sling3
and arrows of outrageous fortune or
whether by his past excellences ho as
eapes official ruin his bygone services to
the state remain bright and shining
Chang Chih Tung is the man who has
organized a model province who has
drilled the best troops and the most ef-
ficient

¬

police who has stolen least public
money though some people say his ac-
counts

¬

could never be taken over by an-
other

¬

man He and his colleague Liu
ICun Yih together kept the Yangtze Val-
ley

¬

in leash during violent 1000 and tho
same partnership gained China her mani-
fold

¬

advantages in the British Commer ¬

cial treaty They stood against Sir James
Mackay a Scotchman and an extra
obstinate one at that They stood firm
against him and they were not bullied
which is more than any other two men
who came in contact with him can say
When every other argument failed when
vituperation or decision threatened Chang
Chih Tung quietly went to sleep The
bursting of a soda siphon would not have
waked him Opportunity makes some
men great but some great men force op-
portunity

¬

Who can reny that tho old
Viceroy is great

The Shrinking of Great Salt Lake
During the past few years there has

been such a rapid decline in the water
level of Great Salt Lake that the people
of Northern Utah and especially of Salt
Lake City have begun to be afraid lest
this remarkable body of water will soon
bo a thing of the past The reading of
the gauge at Garfield Beach on Dec 1
1902 was 3 feet 5 inches below the zero
of the scale showing a fall of 11 feet 7
inches since the close of 1SSG the year in
which the last rise terminated Mr L H
Murdoch Section Director of the United
States Weather Bureau in Salt Lake City
is of the opinion that these fears are un-
founded

¬

and he especially denies that irri-
gation

¬

works are draining off the lake In
a recent note Science thus epitomizes a
paper of Mr Murdoch in the National
Geographic Magazine

The fall in the lake level ha3 been
much more rapid during the past three
years than for any like period dnring the
preceding years of drouth This is
mainly due to the fact that the deficiency
in precipitation has been greater during
this period than during any similar period
of the present dry cycle The deficiency
for the last three years alone was over 13
inches The lake is not alone in showing
the effects of the drouth Streams
springs and artesian wells are drying up
and those which continue active are dis ¬

charging much less water than a few
years ago It seems to the writer that
the large deficiency of 29G0 inches ia pre-
cipitation

¬

during the past 10 years as
shown by the Salt Lake City records
must be far more of a factor than any
possible loss of water resulting from irri-
gating

¬

009 square miles ot land With
precipitation continuing at about 15
inches no further fall in the lake will
occur and if the annual precipitation is
as much as 15 inches for the next three
years a slight rise may be expected

No Strength in Stimulants
The idea that alcohol er any other stim ¬

ulant can ever impart strength must b
abandoned says a writer in The Hospital
A stimulant has n certain effect on the
circulation nnd this may enable the per-
son

¬

who takes it to exert more strength
temporarily but the energy that he uses
comes not from the stimulant but from
his own blood and tissue A similar mis-
take

¬

is made in the administration of a
stimulant to relieve a feeling of depression
or sinking An injurious reaction nlways
follows Alcohol is harmful also in
diseases of the kidneys or of the liver but
it seems to be good for diseases of the
lungs and its effect on appetite and di-

gestion
¬

may be good when properly em ¬

ployed When- - stimulants put one to
sleep aud quiet agitation they are doing
good when on the contrary they raise
the pulse rate and cause excitement and
wakefulness they are doing harm Suc-
cess

¬

TO CUKE A COLD IX OKE DAT
Take I wntlve Bromo Quinine Tablets Ail
ilrucslsts renind tho money It It fail to cure
K W Urovot sljiiature on cacti box 233

fsilW

1


